Difference in age of onset of psychosis between epilepsy and schizophrenia.
To clarify the nature of psychosis development in epilepsy patients, we studied differences in age of onset of psychosis between epilepsy patients with psychosis (epilepsy-psychosis) and schizophrenia patients. Subjects were 282 patients with epilepsy-psychosis (36 postictal, 224 interictal, and 22 bimodal psychoses) and 612 schizophrenia patients. Age of onset was compared between the schizophrenia group and the whole epilepsy-psychosis group as well as its subgroups. Effects of sex and family history of psychosis on age of onset were also evaluated. Epilepsy patients developed psychosis later (mean age 30.1) than schizophrenia patients (mean age 26.6). Among epilepsy-psychosis subgroups, postictal psychosis and interictal psychosis showed a later onset than schizophrenia. In interictal psychosis, while chronic schizophrenia-like psychosis occurred at similar age compared to schizophrenia, brief episodic psychosis occurred at later age. Epilepsy-psychosis patients showed no sex difference in age of onset, whereas female schizophrenia patients showed a later onset than male schizophrenia patients. Both the epilepsy and schizophrenia patients with family history of psychosis tended to develop psychosis at an earlier age, although this did not reach statistically significant level. The findings of the study suggest that the nature of epilepsy-psychosis is not fully equivalent to that of schizophrenia.